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Around 21,000 avid amateurs enjoying 
splendid weather crowded the Hara Arena this 
year for the 33rd annual Dayton HamVention. 
Reports from exhibitors as well as flea mar- 
ket operators indicated record sales! Smiling 
amateurs loaded with new purchases and flea 
market treasures confirmed that visitors were 
not just looking. 


Around 350 applicants took the ama- 
teur exams under the new VE (Volunteer Ex- 
aminer) program. This was the first large 
scale test session under the new amateur self- 
testing concept. The exams were held at 
Maridale High School close to the arena. 
About 600 Technician and General Class Ele- 
ments were administered. Observers were on 
hand from several other VECs (Volunteer Ex- 
aminer Coordinators) and the ARRL to ob- 
serve the process and obtain first hand exper- 
ience. 


The reorganized flea market operation 
drew high praise from the exhibitors. All 


spaces were reserved through advance sales. 
The 1280 spaces on about 15 acres (all on 
black top) were sold out a month prior to 
HamVention. 


Some 30 forums covering just about 
every aspect of amateur radio drew good 
crowds as usual. The new forum rooms isolat- 
ed from other HamVention activities were a 
great improvement and released the area pre- 
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viously used for about 50 additional exhib- 
itors. 


About 1250 people attended the Grand 
Banquet on Saturday evening April 28th, 1984, 
to honor this year's award winners and hear | 
former ARRL president Harry Dannals (W2HD) 
speak on his favorite subject, Amateur Radio. 


This year a new category was added to 
the HamVention banquet awards. In recog- 
nition of the fact that amateur radio contrib- 
uted greatly to the technical advancement of 
electronics and that amateurs are still advan- 
cing the state-of-the-art, the Board decided 
to add the Technical Award. The award rec- 
ognizes the technical contribution the indi- 
vidual has made. 


This year's winners are: 
Amateur of the Year - Dave Bell (W6AQ) 


Dave was recognized for applying his movie- 
making talents to furthering amateur radio. 
Dave has produced many of the promotional 
films currently available on amateur radio. 


Special Achievement Award - Ethel Smith 
(K4LMB) was recognized for her successful 


efforts to bring women into amateur radio. As 
founder of the YLRL, she has been an inspi- 
ration to many a young lady. 


Technical Achievement - Lyle Johnson 
(WA7GXB) was recognized for his technical 
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contribution in the packet radio area - espe- 
cially the development of the Terminal Node 
Controller. 


In addition to the three HamVention 
Awards, a new Dayton Amateur Radio Associ- 
ation award was presented during the awards 
ceremony - the DARA Distinguished Service 
Award went to Robert S. Zimmerman (W8ZM.) 
Bob was recognized for his many years of 
dedicated service to the Dayton Amateur 
Radio Association. 


The winner of the main prize (a com- 
plete Drake TR-5 station) was Camille S. 
Marie (W8EPR) of Pikeville, Maryland. This 
year's prize chest broke all records with 
about $43,000 in prizes awarded to the lucky 
ticketholders over the three day period. The 
exhibitors were especially generous this year. 


The top prize winners were: 
Complete ICOM IC-751 station (including the 
2KL linear amplifier): Catherine Hodson, (XYL 
of W9HOT) Greencastle, IN. 


Complete Kenwood TS-430S station and ac- 
cessories: James Leonard of Aliquitta, PA 
(W3GQT) 


| Solarex Photovoltaic System to Thomas Jen- 
kins (N9AMR) of Indianapolis, IN. 


Drake L-7 Linear Amplifier was won by Wal- 
ter Caudle of Connersville, IN. 


The Ladies Alternative Activities Pro- 
gram, as usual had many outstanding attrac- 
tions and was very well attended. The parting 
comments of the visitors this year was highly 
complimentary. 
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HMR AGREES TO CONSENT SETTLEMENT 


On April 26th, the Pennsylvania Bur- 
eau of Consumer Protection agreed to an out- 
of-court settlement of a 1981 law suit that 
they had filed against HMR Communications, 
Inc., of West Newton, PA. (See Vol. 6, Issue 
#5, Page #5.) The president of HMR, is Har- 
old M. "Mac" Robbins, Jr., W3HS. The (Penn- 
sylvania) Attorney General had originally sued 
for $150,000 in civil penalties and over 
$40,000 in restitution to HMR customers. 
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The suit alleged "misrepresenting the 
company's size, its personnel, the quality of 
its products and the terms of its warranties." 
HMR designed and sold a line of customized 
VHF amateur repeaters and _ accessories. 
Young Robbins at the time was only 23 years 
old. The settlement consisted of $10,000 in 


restitution (to be divided among 18 ham clubs) 


and a token civil penalty of $1,000. 


HMR's problems began back in 1979 
and (according to "Mac" Robbins) were gene- 
rated by a single complaint. The State of 
Pennsylvania contacted HMR's customers af- 
ter having obtained their list via subpoena. 
They asked them to complete a complaint 
form to obtain restitution. A snow ball effect 
ensued and financially HMR went downhill 
fast. The majority of the complaints came 
from new (or recent) customers who asked for 
their money back. 


HMR said they agreed to a total of 
$11,000 as a settlement only because the esti- 
mated cost of fighting the suit in court was 
much higher. The bureau also insisted that 
HMR sign an agreement document stating that 
they would not manufacture and sell eleven 
different amateur radio products for 3 years. 
HMR hasn't been in the ham equipment busi- 
ness in the last five years and has no future 
plans to pursue it. At present, HMR manu- 
factures only a line of music and industrial 
distance measuring equipment. (They have just 
received a multi-million dollar contract from 
a New Jersey corporation.) 


"Mac" Robbins said that he believed 
the original suit was instituted over a "harsh 
words" telephone conversation with one Gary 
Gartner, a Bureau of Consumer Protection 
official in 1981. A subsequent attorney, (Ms... 
Cynthia Baldwin) reportedly said she probably 
would not have filed the suit if she had been 
with the Pittsburgh office at the time. 


The $10,000 refund-payment will be 
deposited into an escrow account and will be 
distributed by the Bureau of Consumer Pro- 
tection proportionately to 18 amateur radio 
groups. Claimants received about 35 cents on 
the dollar. Those receiving funds are: 


Lehigh Valley ARC, Allentown, PA 
Radio Club of Argentina, Jersey City, NJ 


Miami Valley FM Asscciation, Dayton, OH 

Western Electric ARC, Columbus, OH 

Southwest Radio Society, Dallas, TX 

Guadalupe Valley ARC, Sequin, TX 

Echo Society, Lake Jackson, TX 

Heart of Texas ARC, Waco, TX 

Flanagan AR Repeater Gp, Chenoa, IL 

Gurnee Repeater Group, Gurnee, IL 

Iowa Repeater Club, Denison, IA 

Messilla Valley ARC, Denver, CO 

Interstate Repeater Society, Chester, NH 

Eagle River Repeater Club, Milwaukee, WI 

Boy Scout Explorer #296, Albuquerque, NM 

Hainer Systems, Swartz Creek, MI 

Rosae City Repeater Club, Portland, OR 

Richmond Amateur Telecom. Society, Beaver 
Dam, VA 


Under the terms of the consent order, 
HMR doesn't admit to an ast wrongdoing. 
But HMR's problems may not be over! At 
least one group (Flanagan Repeater Group) 
may not accept the settlement - instead they 
may seek litigation on their own. 
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NEW AMATEUR RADIO TESTS ISSUED.... 


ee Ee 


The FCC has re-issued the Novice 
Amateur Radio Operator License (Element 2) 
examination to coincide with recent changes 
in Part 97 Rules. The new Novice Test ques- 
tion edition is dated February 1984 and re- 
places the July 1983 version. 


In addition, the Commission has re- 
leased the Advanced (Element 4A) and Ama- 
+cur Extra Class (Element 4B) test questions. 
These were supposed to have been ready in 
time for the Dayton HamVention, but were 
still at the printers when Johnny Johnston 
(W3BE), FCC Personal Radio Branch Chief 
came to Dayton. He mailed them to me as 
soon as he returned to Washington. 


Since all question lists have now been 
developed, the new volunteer examination pro- 
gram can now proceed in its entirety. Up until 
now, only Technician and General Class exam- 
inations could be given under the new (Tech 
and up) VE program. The Technician Class 
through Amateur Extra volunteer ham exam 
program is completely different from that of 
the Novice. 


The Element 4A (Advanced Class) 
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questions consist of: 


Sub. Total 

Sec. Questions: Subject: To be selected: 
4A-A 60 Rules and Regulations 6 
4A-B 10 Amateur Radio Practice I 1 
4A-C 20 Radio Wave Propagation 2 
4A-D 40 Amateur Radio Practice If 4 
4A-E 100 Electrical Principles 10 
4A-F 60 Circuit Components 6 
4A-G 100 Practical Circuits 10 
4A-H 60 Signals & Emissions 6 
4A-I 50 Antennas & Feedlines 5 


Total: 500 Questions of which 50 are selected 
(Passing score is 37 correct out of 50) 


The Element 4B (Amateur Extra Class) 
questions consist of: 


4B-A 80 Rules and Regulations 8 
4B-B 20 Operating Procedures us 
4B-C 10 Radio Wave Propagation 1 
4B-D 30 Amateur Radio Practice 3 
4B-E 70 Electrical Principles i 
4B-F 50 Circuit Components 5 
4B-G 60 Practical Circuits 6 
4B-H 30 Signals & Emissions a 
4B-I 50 Antennas & Feedlines 5 


Total: 400 Questions of which 40 are selected 
(Passing score is 30 correct out of 40.) 


@®HAM OPERATOR EXAM QUESTIONS® 


A booklet containing the FCC Amateur 
Radio Operator Study Guide and all 
1600 actual test questions for all ham 
classes (Novice through Extra) now 
available from: THE W5YI REPORT, 
PO Box #10101, Dallas, TX 75207 for 


$2.00 plus 50 cents postage. 


FCC SOLICITS NEW_HAM EXAM QUESTIONS 


The Commission also said they invited 
amateur radio operators to submit questions 
for future Amateur Radio license examination 
revisions. Such questions must be suitable for 
various types of answer formats: single an- 
swer, multiple choice or essay type. All pro- 
posed questions must be directed to the Per- 
sonal Radio Branch, FCC, Washington, DC 
20554. 


Each proposed question must be sub- 
mitted on a single 8-1/2" X 11" sheet of 
paper showing the following: 


(1.) The test element (2, 3, 4A or 4B) for 
which the question is proposed. 

(2.) The study guide topic upon which the 
question is based (Example: Element 3B(2) 
Radio Teleprinting Operating Procedures.) 

(3.) The question and the answer. 

(4.) One or more reference sources which con- 
firm the correct answer. (Examples: FCC Rule 
number; textbook name and page number.) 

(5.) Submittor's name, address, operator class 
and amateur radio station call sign. 


The Commission also said that they 
might have to modify or change the question 
somewhat and that all questions submitted 
become the property of the FCC. 


capeape 


FCC COMMENTS ON VOLUNTEER TESTING... 


I had heard that the League would be 
asking present VEC's (Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinators) to fold their appointments into 
the ARRL program once the League had ob- 
tained their VEC status in all 13 call dis- 
tricts. I asked the FCC's Johnny Johnston, 
W3BE, about this while in Dayton. "There is 
no such thing as a national VEC and we will 
have no part of that," he said. 


I also asked him if he foresaw any 
problem with the Volunteer Examiner program 
in that while all questions are widely known, 
the answers are not. In fact the FCC did not 
publish the answers to their questions. It is 
left to the volunteer. program to determine if 
the amateur radio operator test answers are 
correct. Johnston said he did not feel this 
would be a problem and that VECs could re- 
quire answers in any format they wished in- 
cluding multiple choice, single answer or 
1 essay type. 


"Publishers can come in and_ look 
through our files and check the answer if 
they want to. Some such as Ameco and Bash 
are already doing or planning that. ...There 
will be a shakeout period. Some questions will 
be eliminated, others added. We will have a 
good set of questions eventually." Johnston 
said he also thought there would be a much 
higher failure rate with volunteer rather than 
FCC administered amateur exams. 


I also learned that while the ARRL 
provided most of the Element 2 and 3 ques- 
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tions, the Dayton Amateur Radio Association 
had a campaign to provide most of the Ad- 
vanced and Extra Class questions. Johnny was 
an "unofficial" observer at the HamVention 
volunteer ham testing and had nothing but 
praise for DARA's handling of the exams. 
"Dayton is very well organized and anything 
they do is ‘first class.'. They do their home- 
work and plan things out... great dedication." 


ape ape 


ARRL COMMENTS ON VEC PROGRAM.... 


Dave Sumner, K1ZZ, the League's Gen- 
eral Manager, acknowledged that "there is a 
potential problem with the consistency of the 
exams and there is going to have to be a lot 
of communication to make sure that the diffi- 
culty of the exams is consistent between var- 
ious VECs." 


I asked Sumner if he felt there could 
be a problem with various VECs having differ- 
ent answers to the same question... "That cer- 
tainly could be a problem and we have point- 
ed that out to the Commission staff early on. 
We told them that they were only doing half 
the job. In order to fulfil their responsibility 
they not only had to standardize the questions 
but to standardize the format of the answers 
and the answers themselves. The FCC has not 
chosen to do that which, in our opinion, is 
unfortunate. It creates a potential problem 
which need not exist. In order to minimize 
that problem we will have to work toward the 
objective of having the VECs_ themselves 
standardize the tests." 


I asked Sumner if there would be a 
campaign to have presently assigned VECs 
become part of the ARRL VEC program once 
they were appointed... "There are advantages 
to be had from doing that.... uniformity for 
one. I don't want it to sound that we are go- 
ing to brow beat people if they don't come 
into the camp. We are a little concerned that 
the enthusiasm of well meaning volunteers 
will wane a little with time. I wouldn't be 
surprised due to that to see a number of 
VECs decide to relinquish the overall respon- 
sibility and become part of the League pro- 
gram." 


The League has not publicized the fact 
that the FCC is indeed recruiting VECs to 
take over ham testing. "I think that is a true 
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MANY THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU THAT SUBMITTED OR OTHERWISE CONTRIBUTED editorial content used in this issue! 
these were: 


statement," Dave admitted, "although we were 
the first to publicize the addresses of the 
VECs that have been appointed. The FCC did 
not... which was rediculous. I don't see a 
great deal of advantage to help the FCC beat 
the bushes to obtain VECs..." 
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OLDWATER_ON VOLUNTEER HAM _ TESTING 


On May 3rd, Senator Barry Goldwater 
(K7UGA), read the following statement into 
the (Senate) Congressional Record. (Page 
#S5359) 


"on the weekend of April 28-29, 
amateur radio examinations were administered 
to approximately 350 applicants by volunteer 
members of the Dayton Amateur Radio Asso- 
ciation in Ohio. This was the first large-scale 
testing to be carried out by volunteers with 
FCC direction, rather than by the FCC it- 
self." 


"This occasion marked the culmination 
of a process begun when Public Law 97-259 
was enacted in September 1982, authorizing 
volunteers to administer amateur radio exami- 
nations. As the sponsor of the authorizing 
legislation, I want to congratulate Mrs. Judy 
Frye (KG8P), chairwoman-in-charge of admin- 
istering the examinations, and all the volun- 
teers who assisted her in planning and carry- 
ing out the large scale effort to administer 
the examinations." 


"For fiscal year 1981, the latest fig- 
ures available, the FCC estimated the cost of 
administering each amateur examination to be 
$7.26 per examination. The Dayton association 
estimates their costs to be under $3.00 per 
examination. The cost to taxpayers is nothing. 
In addition, this volunteer system enables per- 
sons to obtain their amateur licenses on 
weekends and evenings, instead of having to 
lose a day of work in order to take the exam- 
ination during normal FCC business hours." 


"I especially wish to to note that the 
Dayton Amateur Radio Association under the 
very able leadership of Judy Frye and the 
assistance of her husband, Charles, has taken 
the lead in coordinating examinations through- 
out the states of Ohio, Michigan and West 
Virginia. Furthermore, they are ably advising 

and assisting other groups around the country 
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and thereby spreading the knowledge obtained 
by their hands-on experience in pioneering the 
first large-scale volunteer examinations." 


"] also wish to congratulate the An- 
chorage, Alaska, Amateur Radio Club, which 
was the first approved examination coordi- 
nator and also has held a testing session in 
that State. Other testing sessions will be held 
soon in Chicago, Il., cordinated by the DeVry 
Amateur Radio Society and Rochester, N.Y., 
by the Metroplex Amateur Communications 
Association." 


"Across the entire country, other vol- 
unteers are preparing to administer the ama- 
teur technical and Morse code examinations. 
Even as this occurs, the FCC has announced 
that they will have completely phased out 
their own testing by the end of 1984." 


"As a radio amateur myself, I am proud 
to report these events to my fellow Senators. 
The radio amateurs of this Nation are once 
again demonstating their dedication and abil- 
ities. The taxpayers benefit by not picking up 
the tab for amateur examinations, and the 
amateurs benefit by having examinations more 
readily available and a more direct role in the 
amateur service." 


cape ape 


INTERFERENCE YIELDS SUSPENSION, EINE... 


Handling amateur radio enforcement 


problems via temporary license suspension is a 
method that you are likely to see more of. 


Edward L. Johnson, WA2JHU, of Syra- 
cuse, NY, has paid a $600 FCC fine and has 


agreed to turn in his ham operator and station 
licenses for a four month period. 


Johnson was caught "broadcasting" 
(transmitting to whoever is listening instead 
of to particular stations) and failure to iden- 
tify his station with his amateur call sign. He 
was tracked down electronically by Captain 
David A. Stevenson of the county sheriff's 
department. It is also one of the few times 
that questionable radio transmissions was re- 
solved by other than a federal official. 


Captain Stevenson (a non-amateur) was 
investigating severe interference complaints 
from other ham operators who were assisting 


(1.) The test element (2, 3, 4A or 4B) for 
which the question is proposed. 

(2.) The study guide topic upon which the 
question is based (Example: Element 3B(2) 
Radio Teleprinting Operating Procedures.) 

(3.) The question and the answer. 

(4.) One or more reference sources which con- 
firm the correct answer. (Examples: FCC Rule 
number; textbook name and page number.) 

(5.) Submittor's name, address, operator class 
and amateur radio station call sign. 


The Commission also said that they 
might have to modify or change the question 
somewhat and that all questions submitted 
become the property of the FCC. 
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FCC COMMENTS ON VOLUNTEER_TESTING... 


I had heard that the League would be 
asking present VEC's (Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinators) to fold their appointments into 
the ARRL program once the League had ob- 
tained their VEC status in all 13 call dis- 
tricts. I asked the FCC's Johnny Johnston, 
W3BE, about this while in Dayton. "There is 
no such thing as a national VEC and we will 
have no part of that," he said. 


I also asked him if he foresaw any 
problem with the Volunteer Examiner program 
in that while all questions are widely known, 
the answers are not. In fact the FCC did not 
publish the answers to their questions. It is 
left to the volunteer program to determine if 
the amateur radio operator test answers are 
correct. Johnston said he did not feel this 
would be a problem and that VECs could re- 
quire answers in any format they wished in- 
cluding multiple choice, single answer or 
essay type. 


"Publishers can come in and_ look 
through our files and check the answer if 
they want to. Some such as Ameco and Bash 
are already doing or planning that. ...There 
will be a shakeout period. Some questions will 
be eliminated, others added. We will have a 
good set of questions eventually." Johnston 
said he also thought there would be a much 
higher failure rate with volunteer rather than 
FCC administered amateur exams. 


I also learned that while the ARRL 
provided most of the Element 2 and 3 ques- 
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tions, the Dayton Amateur Radio Association 
had a campaign to provide most of the Ad- 
vanced and Extra Class questions. Johnny was 
an "unofficial" observer at the HamVention 
volunteer ham testing and had nothing but 
praise for DARA's handling of. the exams. 
"Dayton is very well organized and anything 
they do is 'first class.'| They do their home- 
work and plan things out... great dedication." 
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ARRL_ COMMENTS ON VEC PROGRAM.... 


Dave Sumner, KI1ZZ, the League's Gen- 
eral Manager, acknowledged that "there is a 
potential problem with the consistency of the 
exams and there is going to have to be a lot 
of communication to make sure that the diffi- 
culty of the exams is consistent between var- 
ious VECs." 


I asked Sumner if he felt there could 
be a problem with various VECs having differ- 
ent answers to the same question... "That cer- 
tainly could be a problem and we have point- 
ed that out to the Commission staff early on. 
We told them that they were only doing half 
the job. In order to fulfil their responsibility 
they not only had to standardize the questions 
but to standardize the format of the answers 
and the answers themselves. The FCC has not 
chosen to do that which, in our opinion, is 
unfortunate. It creates a potential problem 
which need not exist. In order to minimize 
that problem we will have to work toward the 
objective of having the VECs_ themselves 
standardize the tests." 


I asked Sumner if there would be a 


campaign to have presently assigned VECs 
become part of the ARRL VEC program once 
they were appointed... "There are advantages 
to be had from doing that.... uniformity for 
one. I don't want it to sound that we are go- 
ing to brow beat people if they don't come 
into the camp. We are a little concerned that 
the enthusiasm of well meaning volunteers 
will wane a little with time. I wouldn't be 
surprised due to that to see a number of 
VECs decide to relinquish the overall respon- 
sibility and become part of the League pro- 
gram." 


The League has not publicized the fact 
that the FCC is indeed recruiting VECs to 
take over ham testing. "I think that is a true 
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inside info, rumors... 


these were; 


and correspondence about the San Diego prob- 
lem - much of it without supporting evidence 
so I won't go into it here. It is documented, 
however, that the difficulty is long standing. 
Reportedly amateurs that were "retaliating" 
against alleged "undesirables" were the ones 
caught. One thing is clear, however, the San 
Diego interference problem has nearly all 
amateurs there very upset... at one another... 
and the FCC for allowing the condition to 
continue so long without action. 


‘aD cape 


@®The FCC has advised that they will 
shortly be reviewing the Part 95 Radio Con- 
trol (R/C) Radio Service to determine wheth- 
er the present rules should be changed or re- 
scinded. Part 15 Radio Receiver and (Class I) 
TV Device rules are also slated for a revamp. 


@The Commission has chosen 49 new 
LPTV (ow power television) station licensees 
via their "spin the drum" lottery system. The 
FCC will also use the procedure to select 
cellular radiotelephone licensees in smaller 
markets and three nationwide paging fran- 
chises. 


@FCC has ruled that hearing aid com- 
patibility labels must acompany all telephones 
manufactured after June 1, 1984. No phones 
can be sold after January 1, 1985, without 
this information. 


@®The Commission has proposed to allow 
the VBI (vertical blanking interval) of tele- 
vision broadcast transmissions to be used for 
just about anything including paging services. 
The VBI is essentially an unused portion of 
the TV signal. 


@ Congress is concerned that the Reagan 
administration has found a way around their 
jurisdiction by making Radio Marti - the 
Cuban "news" service - a part of the VOA 
(Voice of America.) The VOA is now hiring 
Spanish speaking staffers who have knowledge 
of Cuba. Two Miami Cuban-American journal- 
ists are expected to be put in charge. Still no 
word when "Marti" will go on the air. Cuba is 
already poised to retailiate with jamming that 
could disrupt North America AM broadcasting. 


@The Commission supposedly will pro- 
pose controversial rulemaking that will define 
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all pay video services (including MDS, Direct- 
Broadcast-Satelites and subscription TV) as 
"hybrid" and not subject to statutory broad- 


cast regulation - the same as cable TV! This 


means that just about anything can be trans- 
mitted to the public via these mediums! 


oapcape 


COMMERICAL RADIOTELEPHONE LICENSE 


Everything indicates that the NABER 


Technician License Test will be far more dif- 


ficult than the previous FCC commercial rad- 
iotelephone operator examinations. The FCC 
turned commerical licensing over to industry 
user groups earlier this year and said they 
will support their certification programs. 
NABER, (National Association of Business and 
Educational Radio) a business band associ- 
ation, said that FCC tests had been out-of- 
date for many years and they will seek to 


upgrade the tests to present-day technology 


(including such things as ACSB.) 


They have five people and a $150,000 


budget assigned to the program right now. 


The NABER test will be multiple choice cov- 
ering both technology and rules/regulations 
and will be updated annually. Various differ- 
ent exams are being developed that will be 
administered in different cities across the 


nation. Plans are for FAA examiners to give 
the test - probably starting in August. NABER 


also said that it was going into the test prep- 


aration publishing business. (Sounds like a 
glorified ARRL to me.) 


Present holders of First Phone (or the 
succeeding General Radiotelephone) ticket 
will be "grandfathered" as "certified", but 
they still must pay the $10 fee or be consid- 
ered non-qualified! Technicians will not be 
required to be a member of NABER. Holders 
of the First Phone will be "Gold Seal" qualifi- 
ed... Second Class or GRT gets the "Silver 
Seal." It is unclear whether the FCC's plan- 
ned "lifetime license" (their version of "grand- 
fathering") will be accepted by NABER. The 
Commission plans to issue the diploma some- 
time within the next six months. 


To date, over 2,500 commerical holders 
of radiotelephone licenses have already been 
"erandfathered" by NABER. Further informa- 
tion can be obtained by telephoning: (202) 
887-0920. 


statement,"' Dave admitted, "although we were 
the first to publicize the addresses of the 
VECs that have been appointed. The FCC did 
not... which was rediculous. I don't see a 
great deal of advantage to help the FCC beat 
the bushes to obtain VECs..." 


capcape 


GOLDWATER ON VOLUNTEER HAM TESTING 


On May 3rd, Senator Barry Goldwater 
(K7UGA), read the following statement into 
the (Senate) Congressional Record. (Page 
#S5359) 


",.on the weekend of April 28-29, 
amateur radio examinations were administered 
to approximately 350 applicants by volunteer 
members of the Dayton Amateur Radio Asso- 
ciation in Ohio. This was the first large-scale 
testing to be carried out by volunteers with 
FCC direction, rather than by the FCC it- 
self." 


"This occasion marked the culmination 
of a process begun when Public Law 97-259 
was enacted in September 1982, authorizing 
| volunteers to administer amateur radio exami- 
nations. As the sponsor of the authorizing 
legislation, I want to congratulate Mrs. Judy 
Frye (KG8P), chairwoman-in-charge of admin- 
istering the examinations, and all the volun- 
teers who assisted her in planning and carry- 
ing out the large scale effort to administer 
the examinations." 


"For fiscal year 1981, the latest fig- 
ures available, the FCC estimated the cost of 
administering each amateur examination to be 
$7.26 per examination. The Dayton association 
estimates their costs to be under $3.00 per 
examination. The cost to taxpayers is nothing. 
In addition, this volunteer system enables per- 
sons to obtain their amateur licenses on 
weekends and evenings, instead of having to 
lose a day of work in order to take the exam- 
ination during normal FCC business hours." 


"] especially wish to to note that the 
Dayton Amateur Radio Association under the 
very able leadership of Judy Frye and the 
assistance of her husband, Charles, has taken 
the lead in coordinating examinations through- 
out the states of Ohio, Michigan and West 
Virginia. Furthermore, they are ably advising 
and assisting other groups around the country 
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and thereby spreading the knowledge obtained 
by their hands-on experience in pioneering the 
first large-scale volunteer examinations." 


"I also wish to congratulate the An- 
chorage, Alaska, Amateur Radio Club, which 
was the first approved examination coordi- 
nator and also has held a testing session in 
that State. Other testing sessions will be held 
soon in Chicago, Ill., cordinated by the DeVry 
Amateur Radio Society and Rochester, N.Y., 
by the Metroplex Amateur Communications 
Association." 


“Across the entire country, other vol- 
unteers are preparing to administer the ama- 
teur technical and Morse code examinations. 
Even as this occurs, the FCC has announced 
that they will have completely phased out 
their own testing by the end of 1984." 


"As a radio amateur myself, I am proud 
to report these events to my fellow Senators. 
The radio amateurs of this Nation are once 
again demonstating their dedication and abil- 
ities. The taxpayers benefit by not picking up 
the tab for amateur examinations, and the 
amateurs benefit by having examinations more 
readily available and a more direct role in the 
amateur service." 


cap eoape 


INTERFERENCE YIELDS SUSPENSION, FINE... 


Handling amateur radio enforcement 
problems via temporary license sus ension is a 
method that you are likely to see more of. 


Edward L. Johnson, WA2JHU, of Syra- 


cuse, NY, has paid a $600 FCC fine and has 


agreed to turn in his ham operator and station 
licenses for a four month period. 


Johnson was caught "broadcasting" 
(transmitting to whoever is listening instead 
of to particular stations) and failure to iden- 
tify his station with his amateur call sign. He 
was tracked down electronically by Captain 
David A. Stevenson of the county sheriff's 
department. It is also one of the few times 
that questionable radio transmissions was re- 
solved by other than a federal official. 


Captain Stevenson (a non-amateur) was 
investigating severe interference complaints 
from other ham operators who were assisting 
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en es ee 
with communications at the 1983 Empire State Call Extra  Advanc. Tec/Gen Novice 
Games in Syracuse. District Gp."A" Gp. "BY Gp. tCls Goa 
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AMATEUR EXAMINEE FOUND CHEATING! 8 NI8R KD&8RD N8FRP KA8&UQP 


9 NAIX KD9IE NIEMU KAIRWM 

Vincent J. Beard (N2EDW) of White N.Mariana AHZD AHSAB KH@AG WHSAAG 

Plains, New York, has had his amateur radio Guam AH2T AH2AZ KH2BN WH2AEB 

licenses revoked for cheating while being Johnston I. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 

administered the Morse code test in the New Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 

York City FCC office. Hawaii WH6S AH6FG NH6BH WH6AZT 
Kure Is. KH7AA 


According to a May 7th FCC release, Amer.Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AC WH8&AAO 
Beard wilfully violated Section 97.129 of the Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AB KHIAB WHIAAB 
Commission's Rules by attempting to obtain a Alaska (*) AL7FV KL7YM WL7BDL 
General Class license by fraudulent means on Virgin Is. KP2J KP2AT NP2BE WP2ADW 
March 23, 1983. Beard had a small card cup- Puerto Rico WP4C KP4HR NP4KF WP4DKF 
ped in his hand containing the answers to all (Note: All Group A/Extra Class call signs 
11 versions of the 13 wpm code test. It was have been assigned in Alaska. FCC now 
taken from him by the FCC examiner and the assigning Group B to Extra Class.) 
test terminated. Doster 


MORE ON THE SAN DIEGO JAMMERS.... 
Beard maintained that the crib sheet 
was given him by a stranger named "Bruce" Additional information has surfaced 
while at the FCC office. The Commission about the San Diego jammers. (See previous 
ruled that conflicting information about report) It seems that the problem actually 
"Bruce" made Beard's story highly improbable. existed for several years, but that the local 


FCC didn't or couldn't do anything about it. 
Although Beard did pass _the General In late 1983, local amateurs contacted their 
Class Operator examination a month later, Congressmen regarding the problem. On Feb- 
Aministrative Law Judge Thomas B. Fitzpat- ruary 17, 1984, a joint letter (signed by four 
rick ruled that he did "not possess the requi- Congressmen - Jim Bates, Bill Lowery, Duncan 
site qualifications to be a licensee of the Hunter and Ron Packard) was sent to FCC 
Commission." It took more than a year for the Chairman Mark Fowler calling his attention to 
case to work its way through various Show "deliberate and malicious abuses..." 
Cause, Suspension and Revocation Orders. The 
decision becomes effective June 17th unless Two days later, FCC engineers observ- 
further appealed. ed Jim Smith (W6VCE) transmitting broadcast 
‘oe music and an unidentified buzzing noise on a 
AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS_ISSUED San Diego repeater frequency. According to 
taped transcripts, Smith admitted he was jam- 
The following amateur radio call signs ming. 
were issued in each radio district as of the 


first of May 1984. Calvin Plageman (WD6DSV - not 
; WB6DSV as previously reported) was monitor- 
Call Extra Advanc. Tec/Gen Novice ed on December 14, 1983, intentionally jam- 
District Gp."A" Gp, "B" Gp. "C" Gp. "D" ming one WB6SUS because he didn't like what 
he was talking about. FCC engineers found 
NF@Q KDSPA N@FLU KAPSUI Anthony DiBona (K6PWX) transmitting unmod- 
KVIL KBINE NIDBU- KAILSF ulated carriers, music and identified voices on 
NF2M KD2GK N2EWN KA2UXL February 8, 1984. All three amateurs were 
KT3A KC3NI N3DWX KA3MQQ mailed Show Cause Orders (why their why 
AA4CF KI4KR N4KCC KB4KBF their licenses should not be revoked) after the 
NQ5K KES5OI N5GYF KASTTC Congressional letter. 
NZ6T KG6GR N6KIU KB6FHP 
NI7B KD7VH N7GEA KA7TAK 
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I received a great many phone calls 
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are solicited and very much appreciated. SAMPLE OF THIS REPORT SENT TO ANYONE FOR 2 STAMP SASE 


Qvsvis Caries Chappe ‘Bes 


inside info, rumors... 


and correspondence about the San Diego prob- 


lem - much of it without supporting evidence 
so I won't go into it here. It is documented, 
however, that the difficulty is long standing. 


Reportedly amateurs that were "retaliating" 
against alleged "undesirables" were the ones 
caught. One thing is clear, however, the San 
Diego interference problem has nearly ll 
amateurs there very upset... at one another... 
and the FCC for allowing the condition to 
continue so long without action. 


oe cape 


@®The FCC has advised that they will 
shortly be reviewing the Part 95 Radio Con- 
trol (R/C) Radio Service to determine wheth- 
er the present rules should be changed or re- 
scinded. Part 15 Radio Receiver and (Class 1) 
TV Device rules are also slated for a revamp. 


@The Commission has chosen 49 new 
LPTV (low power television) station licensees 
via their "spin the drum" lottery system. The 
FCC will also use the procedure to select 
cellular radiotelephone licensees in smaller 
markets and three nationwide paging fran- 
chises. 


@FCC has ruled that hearing aid com- 
patibility labels must acompany all telephones 
manufactured after June 1, 1984. No phones 
can be sold after January 1, 1985, without 
this information. 


®@The Commission has proposed to allow 
the VBI (vertical blanking interval) of tele- 
vision broadcast transmissions to be used for 
just about anything including paging services. 
The VBI is essentially an unused portion of 
the TV signal. 


@Congress is concerned that the Reagan 
administration has found a way around their 
jurisdiction by making Radio Marti - the 
Cuban "news" service - a part of the VOA 
(Voice of America.) The VOA is now hiring 
Spanish speaking staffers who have knowledge 
of Cuba. Two Miami Cuban-American journal- 
ists are expected to be put in charge. Still no 
word when "Marti" will go on the air. Cuba is 
already poised to retailiate with jamming that 
could disrupt North America AM broadcasting. 


@The Commission supposedly will pro- 
pose controversial rulemaking that will define 
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all pay video services (including MDS, Direct- 
Broadcast-Satelites and subscription TV) as 
"hybrid" and not subject to statutory broad- 
This 
means that just about anything can be trans- 


mitted to the public via these mediums! 


oapcape 


COMMERICAL RADIOTELEPHONE LICENSES 


Everything indicates that the NABER 


Technician License Test will be far more dif- 


ficult than the previous FCC commercial rad- 
iotelephone operator examinations. The FCC 
turned commerical licensing over to industry 
user groups earlier this year and said they 
will support their certification programs. 
NABER, (National Association of Business and 
Educational Radio) a business band associ- 
ation, said that FCC tests had been out-of- 
date for many years and they will seek to 


upgrade the tests to present-day technology 
(including such things as ACSB.) 


They have five people and a $150,000 
budget assigned to the program right now. 
The NABER test will be multiple choice cov- 
ering both technology and _ rules/regulations 
and will be updated annually. Various differ- 
ent exams are being developed that will be 


administered in different cities across the 
nation. Plans are for FAA examiners to give 


the test - probably starting in August. NABER 
also said that it was going into the test prep- 
aration publishing business. (Sounds like a 
glorified ARRL to me.) 


Present holders of First Phone (or the 
succeeding General Radiotelephone) ticket 
will be "grandfathered" as "certified", but 
they still must pay the $10 fee or be consid- 
ered non-qualified! Technicians will not be 
required to be a member of NABER. Holders 
of the First Phone will be "Gold Seal" qualifi- 
ed... Second Class or GRT gets the "Silver 
Seal." It is unclear whether the FCC's plan- 
ned "lifetime license" (their version of "grand- 
fathering") will be accepted by NABER. The 
Commission plans to issue the diploma some- 
time within the next six months. 


To date, over 2,500 commerical holders 
of radiotelephone licenses have already been 
"grandfathered" by NABER. Further informa- 
tion can be obtained by telephoning: (202) 
887-0920. 


with communications at the 1983 Empire State 
Games in Syracuse. 
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AMATEUR EXAMINEE FOUND CHEATING! 


Vincent J. Beard (N2EDW) of White 
Plains, New York, has had his amateur radio 
licenses revoked for cheating while. being 
administered the Morse code test in the New 

York City FCC office. 


According to a May 7th FCC release, 
Beard wilfully violated Section 97.129 of the 
Commission's Rules by attempting to obtain a 
General Class license by fraudulent means on 
March 23, 1983. Beard had a small card cup- 
ped in his hand containing the answers to all 
11 versions of the 13 wpm code test. It was 
taken from him by the FCC examiner and the 
test terminated. 


Beard maintained that the crib sheet 
was given him by a stranger named "Bruce" 
while at the FCC office. The Commission 
ruled that conflicting information about 
"Bruce" made Beard's story highly improbable. 


Although Beard did pass the General 
Class Operator examination a month later, 


Aministrative Law Judge Thomas B. Fitzpat- 
rick ruled that he did "not possess the requi- 
site qualifications to be a licensee of the 
Commission." It took more than a year for the 
case to work its way through various Show 
Cause, Suspension and Revocation Orders. The 
decision becomes effective June 17th unless 
further appealed. 


7D +aDpe 


AMATEUR RADIO CALL SIGNS _ISSUED 


The following amateur radio call signs 
were issued in each radio district as of the 


first of May 1984. 


Call Extra Advanc. Tec/Gen Novice 

District Gp."A" Gp. "BY Gps. G aGp. uD 
g NFZQ KDSPA N@FLU KASUI 
i KVIL KBINE NIDBU KAILSF 
2 NF2M KD2GK N2EWN KA2UXL 
3) KT3A KC3NI N3DWX KA3MQQ 
4 AA&CF KI4KR N&KCC KB4KBF 
5 NOSK . KE5OL N5GYFo KASTIC 
6 NZ6T KG6GR N6KIJU KB6FHP 
7 NI7B KD7VH N7GEA KA7TAK 
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8 NI8R KD&RD N8FRP KA&UQP 

9 NA9X KD9IIE NIEMU KAIRWM 
N.Mariana AHZD AH®@AB KHZAG WHSAAG 
Guam AH2T AH2AZ KH2BN WH2AEB 
Johnston I. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawali WH6S AH6FG NH6BH WH6AZT 
Kure Is, KH7AA 
Amer.Samoa AH8B AH&8AB KH8AC WH8AAO 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AB KHIAB WHIAAB 
Alaska (*) AL7FV KL7YM WL7BDL 
Virgin Is. KP2J KP2AT NP2BE WP2ADW 
Puerto Rico WP4C KP4HR NP4KF WP4DKF 


(Note: All Group A/Extra Class call signs 
have been assigned in Alaska. FCC now 
assigning Group B to Extra Class.) 


aD + ape 


MORE ON THE SAN DIEGO JAMMERS.... 


Additional information has _ surfaced 
about the San Diego jammers. (See previous 
report) It seems that the problem actually 
existed for several years, but that the local 
FCC didn't or couldn't do anything about it. 
In late 1983, local amateurs contacted their 
Congressmen regarding the problem. On Feb- 
ruary 17, 1984, a joint letter (signed by four 
Congressmen - Jim Bates, Bill Lowery, Duncan 
Hunter and Ron Packard) was sent to FCC 
Chairman Mark Fowler calling his attention to 
"deliberate and malicious abuses..." 


Two days later, FCC engineers observ- 
ed Jim Smith (W6VCE) transmitting broadcast 
music and an unidentified buzzing noise on a 
San Diego repeater frequency. According to 
taped transcripts, Smith admitted he was jam- 
ming. 


Calvin Plageman (WD6DSV - not 
WB6DSV as previously reported) was monitor- 
ed on December 14, 1983, intentionally jam- 
ming one WB6SUS because he didn't like what 
he was talking about. FCC engineers found 
Anthony DiBona (K6PWX) transmitting unmod- 
ulated carriers, music and identified voices on 
February 8, 1984. All three amateurs were 
mailed Show Cause Orders (why their why 
their licenses should not be revoked) after the 
Congressional letter. 


I received a great many phone calls 


(1.) The test element (2, 3, 4A or 4B) for 
which the question is proposed. 

(2.) The study guide topic upon which the 
question is based (Example: Element 3B(2) 
Radio Teleprinting Operating Procedures.) 

(3.) The question and the answer. 

(4.) One or more reference sources which con- 
firm the correct answer. (Examples: FCC Rule 
number; textbook name and page number.) 

(5.) Submittor's name, address, operator class 
and amateur radio station call sign. 


The Commission also said that they 
might have to modify or change the question 
somewhat and that all questions submitted 
become the property of the FCC. 


ab ape 


FCC COMMENTS ON VOLUNTEER TESTING... 


I had heard that the League would be 
asking present VEC's (Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinators) to fold their appointments into 
the ARRL program once the League had ob- 
tained their VEC status in all 13 call dis- 
tricts. I asked the FCC's Johnny Johnston, 
W3BE, about this while in Dayton. "There is 
no such thing as a national VEC and we will 
have no part of that," he said. 


I also asked him if he foresaw any 
problem with the Volunteer Examiner program 
in that while ail questions are widely known, 
the answers are not. In fact the FCC did not 
publish the answers to their questions. It is 
left to the volunteer program to determine if 
the amateur radio operator test answers are 
correct. Johnston said he did not feel this 
would be a problem and that VECs could re- 
quire answers in any format they wished in- 
cluding multiple choice, single answer or 
essay type. 


"Publishers can come in and_ look 
through our files and check the answer if 
they want to. Some such as Ameco and Bash 
are already doing or planning that. ...There 
will be a shakeout period. Some questions will 
be eliminated, others added. We will have a 
good set of questions eventually." Johnston 
said he also thought there would be a much 
higher failure rate with volunteer rather than 
FCC administered amateur exams. 


I also learned that while the ARRL 
provided most of the Element 2 and 3 ques- 
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tions, the Dayton Amateur Radio Association 
had a campaign to provide most of the Ad- 
vanced and Extra Class questions. Johnny was 


an "unofficial" observer at the HamVention 
volunteer ham testing and had nothing but 
praise for DARA's handling of the exams. 
"Dayton is very well organized and anything 
they do is 'first class." They do their home- 


work and plan things out... great dedication." 


cx ey 


ARRL COMMENTS ON VEC PROGRAM.... 


Dave Sumner, KIZZ, the League's Gen- 
eral Manager, acknowledged that "there is a 
potential problem with the consistency of the 
exams and there is going to have to be a lot 
of communication to make sure that the diffi- 
culty of the exams is consistent between var- 
jousyVEGs." 


I asked Sumner if he felt there could 
be a problem with various VECs having differ- 
ent answers to the same question... "That cer- 
tainly could be a problem and we have point- 
ed that out to the Commission staff early on. 
We told them that they were only doing half 
the job. In order to fulfil their responsibility 
they not only had to standardize the questions 
but to standardize the format of the answers 
and the answers themselves. The FCC has not 
chosen to do that which, in our opinion, is 
unfortunate. It creates a potential problem 
which need not exist. In order to minimize 
that problem we will have to work toward the 
objective of having the VECs_ themselves 
standardize the tests." 


I asked Sumner if there would be a 
campaign to have presently assigned VECs 
become part of the ARRL VEC program once 
they were appointed... "There are advantages 
to be had from doing that.... uniformity for 
one. I don't want it to sound that we are go- 
ing to brow beat people if they don't come 
into the camp. We are a little concerned that 
the enthusiasm of well meaning volunteers 
will wane a little with time. I wouldn't be 
surprised due to that to see a number of 
VECs decide to relinquish the overall respon- 
sibility and become part of the League pro- 
gram." 


The League has not publicized the fact 
that the FCC is indeed recruiting VECs to 
take over ham testing. "I think that is a true 


Among 


CRRL, K/CAZ, ARRI, W2NSD/2, K1ZZ, N8ADA, 
Your news 


TED editorial content used in this issue! 
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CC offices - and others that wish to remain anonymous. 
SA 


1063 has a recorder on it 24 hours a day with no cut off timing) leads, tips, 


N5GAR, VE3CDC, K3ZJ, WA6ITF, WA0ZQG, 


VE3CRO, W4PZV - many F 


club bulletins, phone calls (214-690- 
are solicited and very much appreciated. 


WA7GXD, CARF, W5TVN, 


W3BEsKS9IO, KECB; 


T™, 
assistance, clippings, 
inside info, rumors... 


_ 


MANY THANKS TO THOSE OF YOU THAT SUBMITTED OR OTHERWISE CONTRIBU 


these were: 
WBS5( 


and correspondence about the San Diego prob- 
lem - much of it without supporting evidence 
so I won't go into it here. It is documented, 
however, that the difficulty is long standing. 
Reportedly amateurs that were "retaliating" 
against alleged "undesirables" were the ones 
caught. One thing is clear, however, the San 
Diego interference problem has nearly all 
amateurs there very upset... at one another... 
and the FCC for allowing the condition to 
continue so long without action. 


oa cape 


@The FCC has advised that they will 
shortly be reviewing the Part 95 Radio Con- 
trol (R/C) Radio Service to determine wheth- 
er the present rules should be changed or re- 
scinded. Part 15 Radio Receiver and (Class 1) 
TV Device rules are also slated for a revamp. 


@The Commission has chosen 49 new 
LPTV (low power television) station licensees 
via their "spin the drum" lottery system. The 
FCC will also use the procedure to select 
| cellular radiotelephone licensees in smaller 
markets and three nationwide paging fran- 
chises. 


@FCC has ruled that hearing aid com- 
patibility labels must acompany all telephones 
manufactured after June 1, 1984. No phones 
can be sold after January 1, 1985, without 
this information. 


@The Commission has proposed to allow 
the VBI (vertical blanking interval) of tele- 
vision broadcast transmissions to be used for 
just about anything including paging services. 
The VBI is essentially an unused portion of 
the TV signal. 


@Congress is concerned that the Reagan 
administration has found a way around their 
jurisdiction by making Radio Marti - the 
Cuban "news" service - a part of the VOA 
(Voice of America.) The VOA is now hiring 
Spanish speaking staffers who have knowledge 
of Cuba. Two Miami Cuban-American journal- 
ists are expected to be put in charge. Still no 
word when "Marti" will go on the air. Cuba is 
already poised to retailiate with jamming that 
could disrupt North America AM broadcasting. 


@The Commission supposedly will pro- 
_ pose controversial rulemaking that will define 
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all pay video services (including MDS, Direct- 
Broadcast-Satelites and subscription TV) as 
"hybrid" and not subject to statutory broad- 


cast regulation - the same as cable TV! This 


means that just about anything can be trans- 
mitted to the public via these mediums! 


coapeoape 


COMMERICAL RADIOTELEPHONE LICENSES 


—EEEEe—eeEeee——ee—ee 


Everything indicates that the NABER 


Technician License Test will be far more dif- 


ficult than the previous FCC commercial rad- 
iotelephone operator examinations. The FCC 
turned commerical licensing over to industry 
user groups earlier this year and said they 
will support their certification programs. 
NABER, (National Association of Business and 
Educational Radio) a business band associ- 
ation, said that FCC tests had been out-of- 
date for many years and they will seek to 
upgrade the tests to present-day technology 
(including such things as ACSB.) 


They have five people and a $150,000 
budget assigned to the program right now. 
The NABER test will be multiple choice cov- 
ering both technology and rules/regulations 
and will be updated annually. Various differ- 
ent exams are being developed that will be 
administered in different cities across the 
nation. Plans are for FAA examiners to give 
the test - probably starting in August. NABER 
also said that it was going into the test prep- 
aration publishing business. (Sounds like a 
glorified ARRL to me.) 


Present holders of First Phone (or the 
succeeding General Radiotelephone) ticket 
will be "grandfathered" as "certified", but 
they still must pay the $10 fee or be consid- 
ered non-qualified! Technicians will not be 
required to be a member of NABER. Holders 
of the First Phone will be "Gold Seal" qualifi- 
ed... Second Class or GRT gets the "Silver 
Seal." It is unclear whether the FCC's plan- 
ned "lifetime license" (their version of "grand- 
fathering") will be accepted by NABER. The 
Commission plans to issue the diploma some- 
time within the next six months. 


To date, over 2,500 commerical holders 
of radiotelephone licenses have already been 
"grandfathered" by NABER. Further informa- 
tion can be obtained by telephoning: (202) 


887-0920. 


APPLE DEBUTS IIC PORTABLE COMPUTER 


Apple computer recently introduced 
the Apple IIc - a portable personal computer 
incorporating communications capabilities. It 
is positioned to compete with the IBM PCjr - 
which, at present, isn't selling too well. 
"Portables" are easily the fastest growing 
portion of the market. Demand is expected to 
hit $330 million this year and increase seven- 
fold within five years! 


Apple Computer is the sales leader 
these days in small computers due primarily to 
their MacIntosh. IBM thought their baby blue 
logo would do the trick for the PCjr. - just as 
it did for big brother, the PC. It didn't. One 
of the main things going for the Apple IIc 
portable is that 90% of the software written 
for the Ile that will work on it... about 10,000 


programs! 


Apple has targeted $20 million in ad- 
vertising for it - the same as on the MaclIn- 
tosh. Included is even a TV ad which tells 
kids "How to Talk Your Parents Into Parting 
with $1300." The "c" in Apple IIc supposedly 


stands for compact, complete, convenient and 
comprehensible. 


The Apple IIc portable computer sig- 
nalled to the public that Apple is indeed go- 
ing to stick with their Apple II architecture - 
even though sales of their MacIntosh have 
sky-rocketed! Their president (John Scully) 
called the IIc "evolutionary" while the Mac- 
Intosh "revolutionary." The Apple II has been 
around for 8 years eventually evolving to the 
Apple Il Plus, and Apple Ile. 


The dealer meeting (attended by 4,000) 
introducing the Apple IIc cost Apple $1.5 mil- 
lion. Apple does things in a big way. The 
7 meeting included a specially written "Apple II 
Forever" theme song, a history of Apple film- 
strip and an open bar which alone must have 
cost a fortune! The meeting was also broad- 
cast via satellite to another 3,000 sales rep- 
resentatives and employees. Dealers ordered 
50,000 during the trade show. (They could buy 
one for themself for only $400.). 


The Apple IIc weighs only 7.5 lbs and 
is brief case sized... a foot square by 2-1/2" 
high. Apple contacted outside developers and 
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perpetuate the Apple II architecture. 


AC powered, the IIc has 128K of (non- 
expandable) memory, a 65C02 (low power 
drain 6502) microprocessor, switchable 40 or 
80 column format, switchable 63 key 
QWERTY or Dvorak keyboard, 2 serial ports, 
built-in 5 octave synthesizer and a built-in 
128K 5-1/4" disk drive. Battery power is ex- 
pected within 6 months from an _ outside 
vendor. 


The cost is now more than the larger 
Apple Ile (which was cut to $995.) The IIc 
goes for $1295 plus another $199 for a 9" 
(green) CRT. The 64K version is $995. An RF 
modulator for use with any (color or B/W) TV 
set is included. Apple plans an innovative 
($600) 24-line flat-panel LCD screen (to be 
made by Sharp) later on this year. IBM is ex- 
pected to unveil new features for its PCjr so 
that it can compete with the Apple Ilc. 


eG + ape 


MACINTOSH - AN UNQUALIFIED SUCCESS! 


Three months ago Apple unveiled their 
32-bit MacIntosh and boldly proclaimed that 
they would sell 50,000 during the "First 100 
Days" - their theme for the opening salvo. It 
took them 2-1/2 years to sell that many Apple 
Ils. The 100 days expired on May 3rd. It took 
only 74 days to sell the 50,000th "Mac." 


Actually Apple sold over 70,000 of the 
machine in the 100 day period. Apple said 
they will sell 250,000 MacIntoshes this year 
alone... all that they can produce. It took 
giant IBM 6 months to sell 70,000 PCs. Before 
Mac, IBM ruled. Now Apple is back in the 
number one sales slot and there is a lot of 
daylight between number two and three. 


One huge accounting firm bought 4,000 
Macs - 40 for each of their 97 U.S. offices. 
They will used to conduct the 18,000 audits 
done in their customer's offices. Sears has 
just signed a long term agreement to market 
Mac in all 60 of their business centers. 


Apple's success with the MacIntosh is 
amazing since there really isn't that much 
software around for it. But more is coming 
and since Mac's market share grows daily, 
software writers are certain to furiously 


accelerate program development. 


But not all dealers are ha Most 
are complaining that they can't fill the orders 
they have taken against their display model. 
They say the allocation is unfair since it is 
based on Apple Ile sales. Dealers are particu- 
larly annoyed with university students selling 
their machine (that they can get for $1,000 - 
less than half price) at a huge profit even 
though Apple requires that they sign an 
agreement stating they will keep the machine 
for a minimum of two years. 


+e + ape 


AT&T PLANS DISCOUNT PHONE SERVICE 


AT&T turned in substantially lower 
profits in its first financial quarter since di- 
vesting its local telephone companies. Per 
share earnings were only 20 cents - less than 
10% of the $2.02 annual profits AT&T ex- 
pected. 


In an effort to compete against dis- 
count long distance services such as Sprint 
and MCI, AT&T unveiled a discount plan of 
its own for residential customers. Called 
"Reach Out America", a monthly payment of 


domestic (including Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands) phone time during 
night and weekend hours. An enhanced version 
will offer the same benefits plus an additional 
15% discount on top of the 40% discount dur- 
ing evening (5 p.m. to 11 p.m.) hours. 


In the micro field, Olivetti (25% owned 
by AT&T) displayed two 8086 chip computers 
at a European trade fair. Speculation is that 
AT&T will bring these to the U.S. market- 
place. AT&T is known to have approached 
major retailers and computer chains regarding 
"future interest". Cost is in the $3,000 class. 


oD 1 aBeo 


NAB HOLDS ANNUAL CONVENTION.... 


More than 30,000 broadcasters showed 
up for the 4-day 62nd annual NAB (National 
Association of Broadcasters) annual conven- 
tion. An ongoing strike by hotel/casino work- 
ers as well as stagehands and musicians was 
only a slight inconvenience. Most popular 
complaint appeared to be a lack of burlesque 
shows causing more action at the gaming 
tables. You never would have guessed that 
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FCC rules prohibit broadcasters from promot- 
ing gambling. 


This being an election year, a patriotic 
"You'Ve gOt WhaT It TakEs" theme prevailed 
with broadcasters agreeing to push voter edu- 
cation. Seminars were held on political adver- 
tising ($225 million will be spent), polling and 
debates. NAB president Eddie Fritts, reminded 
attendees that "Broadcasters are the conduit 
between our elected officials and the popu- 
lace." President Reagan, in a 4-minute filmed 
message, told the NAB... "as far as I am con- 
cerned, you've got what it takes." 


All of the "biggies" were there - in- 
cluding Barry Goldwater (K7UGA), ex-Private 
Radio Bureau Chief (now in the FCC's Mass 
Media Bureau), Jim McKinney, FCC Chairman 
Mark Fowler and the other 4 Commissioners 
(although Commissioner James Quello had to 


leave because of his wife's illness.) In 
addition, thirty-four members of Congress 
were in attendance. (They were each paid 


$1500 to $2000 in “honoraria" by the NAB 
plus all expenses.) 


cape ape 


@Look for Sears Roebuck to go into the 
personal paging buisness. They just signed an 
agreement with PageAmerica to offer their 
pagers and paging service. They will market 
audio pagers that respond differently to two 
private numbers and a message pager with a 
LCD readout. 


@Chicago will get their first Videotex 
service this summer. The Keyfax Interactive 
Information Service will bring banking, shop- 
ping, electronic mail, various financial ser- 
vices, games and a 24-hour news/weather ser- 
vice into the home. Installation will cost $25 
plus $9.95 a month for five hours of access 
time via a personal computer. 


@We understand that NASA has offered 
to retrieve and return those two crippled 
communications satellites belonging to Indo- 
nesia and Western Union for repair and re- 
launch. 


@Articles in the May 15th issue of PC 
Magazine tells how the IBM-PC is wreaking 
interference havoc with cordless phones and 
amateur radio equipment! Be forewarned that 
IBM won't help you solve the problem either. 


PACKET RADIO - MODE OF THE FUTURE 


Every year at Dayton, I try to find a 
new technology sneaking into amateur radio. 
Code readers, computer-interfaced RTTY, 
amateur earth stations were new to me in 
prior years. Last year, I saw AMTOR error- 
free RTTY terminals. This year packet radio 
emerged with commercial offerings by both 
AEA (Advanced Electronic Applications, Inc.) 
and TAPR, the Tucson Amateur Packet Radio 
Corporation (PO Box #22888, Tucson, AZ 
85734). 


TAPR is a non-profit research and 
development group comprised solely of volun- 
teers who are dedicated to the development 
of packet radio technology for the amateur 
radio community. It was formed in 1981 orig- 
inally as a club and incorporated in 1982. 
From the beginning, the intention was to 
create an inexpensive way for hams to par- 
ticipate in this mode of communication. 


Dayton attendees were very interested 
in it, but few seemed to know what it was. 
After the banquet which honored (among oth- 
ers) Lyle Johnson, WA7GXD, for his amateur 
packet radio development work, I went by the 
TAPR booth and spoke to Lyle to learn about 
packet radio. 


Packet radio is a means of digital 
communication not to much unlike RTTY or 
AMTOR except (at 1200 baud) about 15 QSOs 
can be supported (multiplexed) simultaneously 
on a packet channel - each having the equiva- 
lent of 60 wpm RTTY. A very efficient use of 
the radio spectrum indeed. It is more like 
point-to-point, rather than a broadcast med- 
ium in that it is addressable to a particular 
terminal. 


AMTOR is a 3-character self-checking 
communications system. Packet radio, on the 
other hand, has 128 ASCII character "packets" 
each with an address "header". Like AMTOR, 
it has an error-checking mechanism with auto- 
matic repeat if a damaged message is trans- 
mitted. 


To operate packet radio you need a 
transceiver, a terminal (such as a_ personal 
computer) and a controller to direct the mes- 
sage to your terminal or retransmit it further 
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down the line. Packet radio not only operates 
on VHF, but on HF... even through satellites 
such as AMSAT OSCAR 10 and PACSAT - a 
new satellite designed for packet radio. 


PACSAT will have a microprocessor 
and 4 million bytes (characters) of memory. A 
ground station can send a message intended 
for another ham to the satellite. The bird will 
store the message in its memory until the oth- 
er ham checks in and retrieves his messages... 
sort of a Buck Rogers "flying mailbox." 


PACSAT will be in a low earth polar 
orbit (400-600 miles high) providing coverage 
of the entire earth. Because it will be in low 
orbit and because it will use a form of wide 
shift FSK, there will be no need for large 
steerable antennas and doppler correction. 
This makes automatic operation very simple 
and relatively inexpensive. You will need only 


about ten watts and a ground plane antenna 
to reach the satellite. 


The AEA PKT-1l Packet Controller or 
the TAPR T.N.C. (Terminal Node Controller) 
allows you to "digipeat" your messages to 
their final destinations through up to eight 


separate digital packet repeaters. Every pac- 
ket radio station is actually an unattended 


repeater with automatic CW ID. If the mes- 
sage isn't for you, it is further retransmitted 
to the next nearest packet station and on to 
the call sign named in the header. 


Cost of the controller is in the $175 
to $350 range. TAPR's is in kit form and is 
one of the finest products I have ever seen 
when you consider that it was designed and 
produced by amateur volunteers - truly a very 
professional job. The documentation and work- 
manship is absolutely marvelous! 


Packet radio isn't new (although new 
to me.) As early as 1978, Canadian amateurs 
(whose government had the early foresight to 
allow other than the Morse and Baudot codes) 
were communicating via packet radio. (See 73 
Magazine, December 1978, Page 192) It wasn't 
until our FCC allowed ASCII that U.S. ama- 
teurs took up the technology seriously. It is 
clearly the mode of the future and the DARA 
was Clearly "on target" in honoring Lyle John- 
son, WA7GXD, president of the TAPR Corp- 
oration for his development work. 


